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3635 Viata Ave. at Crand Blvd.

RECEIVED PO Box 15250

St. Louis, MO 631100210

SEP 16 2001 Phene: 3145778066

Fax: 314-268-5831 1,.
} UNIVERSITY at Saint Lonis University Hospital

The Honorable Spancer Abraham

Secretary of Energy

U.S. Department of Enerqgy
e . 1000 Indapendance Ave. 3N

Washington, D.C. 20383

Daar Secretary Abraham:

I object to the lack of proper, reasonable notice and opportunity for hearing on
the DOE's aite recommendstion of Yucca Mountain for a national high-level nuclesr waste
Fepository. On August 21, 2001, with less than 30 days for any interested parson to read
the DOE's more than 370 page long tachnical repotrt, “Yucca Mountain Preliminary Site
Suitability Evaluation,™ your agency d it holding public hearings on the site
recommsndation of Yucca Houncain ln Wevada between Septesber Sth and 13th. Not only are
thase hearings provided with totally inadequate notice, but, for persons who will be |
aftected by the Isquisite transportstion of high-lawel nuclear wasts through their
howstowns via rail and road, your agancy has provided no opportunity to combant on the
suitability of the recommandation. A faw mestings in Mevads does not coms close to
providing an opportunity for public hearing on a project of this magnicuds and Lmmense
potsntisl danger to those on transportstion routes throughout the county. In addition, it
ip plaln that the notice you provided was dsfective nhot only for bwing absurdly short
notice. but for providing notice tc mest at a place, canceling that site, then providing
ancther site with an incorrect address. Moreovsr, your agency provided that final notice
of the masting at the wrong address on August 31st, the beginning of the long Labor Day
waakend, less than five days to the mesting including the intervening weekand and holiday.

Finally, it is plain from the notices your agency published in
the Foderal Register on August 21, 27 and 31, that the public is not
€learly placsd oo notico that these are public hearings oo your agency's
decision to recommend Yucca Mountain as the site for a national
high-leval nuclsar wvaste repository. Persons reading the notice ara
glvan the inprsssion that thess are merely hearings on the preliminary
oite sus.uhil.i.ti evaluation. Even then, your provision of less than
thirty days notice from the availsbility of the 370 page svaluation and
the few hearings in Heveda make it impossible for ordinary citlzens to
have any meaningful participation in such mectings. The notice was absurdly short even
to arrange one's schedule to sttend, toDo far away fron most persons who ars interssted dus
to being oa the high-lewsl nuclear wasts transportation routes, too Little time to aecquire
and sszimilate the substance of the 370-plus page avaluvation of the site, and complatsly
defective due to the errors manticned above.

There is no doubt that, no matter what provisions may be in the
Wuclear Haste Policy Act, the Onited States Constitotion's Fifth Amendment
protactions require that parsons such as curselves~-and affected .
Hevadans--must havs at least reascnablw totice and an gppertunity to be
heard on 8 dacision such as this one, a decision with vast repercussions
and grave potential dangers. Your agency's actions in this regard have
not cone aven close to mesting the most minimal constitutional protactions of citizens'
righte to due process in this instance, Wo are certain you have wiclated our rights and
those of the citizens of Mevada,

Also to ba considared: 1f dizposing of oDuclear waste presents such a dilewsa at this
peint in our history, what will it be 1IF the development of nuclear energy goes forward
as is presently being considered.

We call on you to reschedule these hearings with adequate notice
anct 3 meaningful opportunity to be heard by all persons who will be affected by your
aquncy’s r datien of Yucca Mountain as the national
high-level waste cepository.
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